
AAUW-SIMI VALLEY-BIG WIND 
May/June2014 Page 1 

 

 

 

2013-2014 
Simi Valley Team Leaders 

 
 

Membership/Contact Chair 
Judy Pfeil 
Co-Treasurers: 
Mary Martin 
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Ruth Dempsey 
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BW delivery is bi-monthly. 
Please note that each Big Wind 
issue will contain information 
for two consecutive months.   

 

 

    
 

                         

 

 

Spring Brunch 
    

Saturday, May 31  10 AM 
    At the home of Mary Patch: 

642 E. Bennett St., Simi Valley 
 

 Plan to attend and meet  
Our Scholarship  

and  
Tech Trek girls 

 
 

 

  

Sign up at an interest group to bring an egg        

dish, breads or pastries, fruit or beverage  

(juice and water)   Or let Maureen Everakes 

know what you will bring by May 23rd.    

saraaaron@aol.com 
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Steering Committee message: 
 

Helen Keller said, “I am only one; but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I 

can do something. I will not refuse to do the something I can do.” 

 

Our Women in History luncheon was so inspiring! To see these young ladies and hear 

what they are accomplishing in High School was amazing. Their Women in History 

projects were excellent, along with their talks and poems that were inspiring. It was 

truly a reminder of what we can do to help the young women of today, and what 

women in history have accomplished. Thanks to Ruth Dempsey for bringing this pro-

gram to us. 

 

We would like to encourage each of you to take this opportunity to connect with your 

Simi Valley branch family by getting involved by volunteering to be on one of the co-

ordinating committees. 

Serving on committee is an easy and interesting way to contribute to AAUW. By serv-

ing on one of our coordinating committees you are helping to make our branch func-

tion in an efficient way, with many working together instead of just a few doing it all. 

 

Help to go out and change the world. You should have-- 

A GOAL you should be pursuing; 

A DREAM you should be launching; 

A PLAN you should be executing; 

A PROJECT you should be starting; 

A POSSIBILITY you should be exploring; 

An OPPORTUNITY you should be grabbing; 

An IDEA you should be working; 

A PROBLEM you should be tackling; 

A DECISION you should be making. 

“The greatest force in the world is a positive idea.”—Anonymous 

 

This is what our branch has, join us in our endeavor! 

 

Thank you all who contributed this year, from helping to plan, working on a program 

or project, bringing and setting up food to eat,  finding or volunteering a place to meet, 

making posters, writing postcards, calling, bringing members to meetings and on and 

on…… 

 

See you at the Spring Brunch!   
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Volunteer Opportunities:   
 

   The Steering Committee (previously known as the Board) wants to thank everyone for  

their participation in our new leadership format during the past year.  Many, many members 

signed up for and participated on the Membership, Program, and Project Committees.  Re-

sponsibilities were well spread out and members were more active than ever.  Thank you so 

much! 

  We will again be asking you to sign up for committees during this year’s Spring Brunch on 

May 31st.   We will need chairs, co-chairs, and members for the various committees as well as 

co-chairs for secretary and treasurer. The committees are:  Programs (organizing general meet-

ings 2-4 times a year), Projects (scholarships and Tech Trek and fundraising activities for 

both), and Membership (organizing social activities and membership recruitment).  Commit-

tees meet twice a year for planning.  By spreading out responsibilities, no one person is over-

whelmed and more people have an opportunity to help our club meet our goals. Please be 

thinking about which committee you would like to join and sign up at the brunch.   If you 

can’t be there on the 31st and want to offer your help, please email or call Ruth Dempsey. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=5XvXD4TC6NNfZM&tbnid=fGxdYX8WjV_SRM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcentralbrooklyncsa.wordpress.com%2Fvolunteer-requirement%2F&ei=S0RQU-XBAqTB2QXI7oCYBA&psig=AFQjCNEenyD-l_8_c25Z8HzboK_
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AAUW advances equity for 
women and girls through ad-

vocacy, education, and re-
search.  

 

In principle and practice AAUW values and seeks a 
diverse  
membership.  There shall be no barriers to full par-
ticipation in this organization on the basis of gender, 
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, 
or disability. 

Stay current with the AAUW CA websites:  
www.aauw-ca.org 

 www.simivalley-ca.aauw.net 

 

 
Adopt-a-Poll, Tuesday, June 3, 2014             

 
                We are signed up for an Adopt-a-Poll for the upcoming election.   

               Our polling place is again Madera Elementary School. Helpers are needed for : 

6 am - 10 am,  

10am - 2pm,  

               2 pm - 6pm,    

and 6 pm - 9 pm shifts.   

 

  Please let me know if you could work a shift.   

Call, text, or e-mail me.   

Call:  805-527-3987 or 805-443-6251 

Text:  805-443-6251 

E-mail:  acunni1382@aol.com 

This edition of the Big Wind email was  
prepared by  
Judy Galvin 

Articles for the Big Wind must be received by both 
Judy Galvin  and  

Leslie Visser-Dumont by the 15th 
of the month. 

http://ca.org
mailto:acunni1382@aol.com
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Tech Trek          
 

 

 Our Tech Trek interviews were held at the Simi Valley Public Library, 

Thursday evening, February 20.  Thanks to the middle school teacher rec-

ommendations, we had an excellent selection from which to choose.  Our 

interview team, consisting of Lorraine Erickson, Judy Galvin, and Mary 

Patch, interviewed the girls and selected four outstanding candidates.  

In addition to the interview team, we had our last year's Tech Trek 

girls: Olivia Aussem, Carolina Danu, Alisa Kingsbury, and Zalma Quezada, 

conducted a Question and Answer session for only the girls.  Judy Pfeil, 

Virginia Seaton, and I conducted the parents' only Question and Answer 

session.  To complete the interview, Amy Reiker, had the girls write a 

short essay. 

 

 The candidates selected for Tech Trek 2014 are Laura Litauszki, Kathy 

Rodriguez, and Crysel Flores from Sinaloa, and Hailey Atkison from Hill-

side.  The alternates chosen are Amber Caranchini and Rebecca Zalmanowitz 

from Valley View.   

 

 The girls and their parents have been invited to our Spring Brunch, Sat-

urday, May 31, when we will be introducing  them to our branch members. 

 

 I want to give a big thank you to our team and to Mary Patch for all her 

help in this change-over. 

 

Karen Cunningham 

Tech Trek Coordinator   
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 BIRTHDAYS  TO CELEBRATE 

May 
1  Kathy Morelock 
7  Amy Rieker 
19  Jean Morris 
25  Diane Annis 
27  Penny Neugroschi 

June 
4 Judy Pfeil 
6 Ronnie Alpern 
8 Maureen Everakes 
12 Phyllis Vey 
15 Vinette Slatten 
15 Marietta Spotts 
17 Sharon Harper 
21 Jennifer Woolard 
24 Jeanette Martin 

July 
8 Kathy Fried 
17 Mary Patch 
20 Dr. Lenora Smalley 
23 Alma Hromjak 

August 
1 Karen Smith 
4 Arlene Zwicker 
11 Marie Harvey 
26  Jennifer Leonard 
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INTEREST GROUPS CORNER 

 

 BREAKFAST GROUP 
 

COME JOIN US FOR FOOD, 
FUN AND FRIVOLITY!! 

 
2ND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH, 

9AM 
 

 
MAY 10 

JUNKYARD CAFE 
HOST: ALMAREEN COOK 

 
NO SUMMER MEETINGS.. 
SEE YOU IN SEPTEMBER 

 

 
   If you plan to attend, please      
 RSVP to the hostess. 
 
       Maria Harvey, 522-8804 

CANASTA 
Every Wednesday, 1-3:30 P.M. 

Member’s Homes 
Canasta has been great fun playing at different member’s 
homes.  If you want to play or wish to learn how to play, 
please contact:  
 

Ruth Dempsey, 501-5874. 

DAY BRIDGE - 1st, 3rd , 4th Wed from 10am to 2pm       Sunrise Assisted Living  
Chair:  Penny Neugroschl, 526-1570        190 Tierra Rejada Rd 
             SV 93065 
                
COUPLES BRIDGE - 4th Friday at 7pm                    
Chair: Jean Schlosser, 526-4073  

 

 
GREAT DECISIONS 

     Meets Third Thursday of the Month      
10am—Noon 

                             

Thursday, May 15 

Location: Judy Pfeils’s Clubhouse 

195 Tierra Rejada Road 

 



        
 

                  

OWLS 
10:00 A.M  

 

May 20:  The Son of Phillip Meyer by Phillip Meyer 
Hostess//reviewer– Ruth 
 
June 17:  Meet at Roberta’s home to discuss the next year’s book selections and then go out to 
lunch. 
 
New faces are welcome.  Paula Lightfoot 522-4040 or pmbrownL@yahoo.com 
 
 

EVENING BOOK GROUP 
     
 May 27  The Secret Daughter by Shilpi Somaya Gowda 
 Host: Lorrraine Erickson  Reviewer: Mary Martin 
 
 June Dinner Meeting  Friday, June 13  6:00 
 Sycamore Row by John Grisham 
 Hosts: Judy and Steve Galvin  
 Reviewer: Howard Everakes 
 
 Pot luck sign-ups will be at the May meeting, spouses and  
 friends are welcome. 
 
 New members are always welcome.  We meet the 4th Tuesday  at 7:30 pm   

 Contact Judy Galvin  527-6349,  ammom4299@aol.com  
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CHINESE AND AN INDY (NEW INTEREST GROUP!!) 
 

Have you ever read the reviews for a super movie, told yourself  “For sure I want to see that one!” then 
waited and waited for it to come to Simi, only it never did? 
If so, miss no more (or at least less) fine, first-run, independent movies.  Join us for an approximately once/
month INDY matinee followed by a Chinese dinner. 
The Movie House:  Regency Westlake Village Twin 
A lovingly-restored, two-screen movie house with new, comfortable seats with actual leg room.  Regular rate 
is $10; Senior rate is $7.50.  The popcorn has real butter!   
The Restaurant:  Lakeview Garden Chinese Restaurant 
Right next door to the movie house.  No MSG, a separate special diets/ healthy eating menu, and they’re 
obliging on special requests.  Yelp review 4.0. 
 
Both the restaurant and the movie house are handicapped and wheelchair accessible.   
 
Pat Craig  pecraig@sbcglobal.net  805-522-5532 

mailto:pmbrownL@yahoo.com
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Please Vote  
 

  The voting period for AAUW CA Elections opened April 12 and will run until May 2. 
On April 12 an email message was sent to every eligible member who has an email address listed in 
National membership records. Be sure to check your junk or spam mail, as the message may have 
been directed there. Postcards were mailed to those without email addresses or those whose email 
bounced.  
These notices contain the individual's personal voting code and a link to the voting site.  It is very impor-
tant for every member to cast a vote in this election. Please contact the AAUW CA office office@aauw-
ca.org or 916-448-7795 if you haven't received your notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mad about the Paycheck Fairness Vote? Tell Your Senators! 

On April 9, despite the calls that AAUW members and supporters have been making to Congress for 
years, the Senate prevented the Paycheck Fairness Act from moving forward, falling six votes shy. 
Once again, our senators failed to bring fair-pay law into the 21st century, failed to agree to debate the 
bill, and failed women and working families. Tell your senators how you feel about their votes. Continue 
the fight for equal pay with AAUW,  

Barbara Lewis  1930-2014 

Barbara was born in Medford, Massachusetts.  She taught in the Simi Valley Unified 

School District for 30 years at Vista, Garden Grove and White Oak elementary 

schools.  She taught her students to learn and to love learning.  She was a member of  

DAR, Mayflower Society and AAUW. 

A celebration of her life will be held at a later date.   

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to a charity of your 

choice (AAUW scholarships!)-”such contributions will allow Barbara’s memory to 

live on in our hearts, as beautiful things happen in her honor.” 

In Memory 

mailto:office@aauw-ca.org
mailto:office@aauw-ca.org
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=lfZKPWGvyqy0sdN2UZtxYdq0rVCWTXTZ
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WANT TO ADVERTISE IN THE BIG WIND? 
Members and their immediate families may advertise their busi-
ness or personal endeavors at the rate of $6/issue or $25/year.  
Non-member rate is $12/issue or $50/year for 5 issues.   
 
Mary Martin, 527-0760 
fmmartin7@sbcglobal.net 

 

The American Association of University 
Women in Simi Valley extends a sincere 
“Thank you”  to our sponsors for their finan-
cial support of our Big Wind Newsletter. 


